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MESSAGE FROM OUR
COUNTRY DIRECTOR
As we continue to fight the current COVID-19 pandemic, we must honour all our
heroic health workers who work with the most vulnerable. We are working
alongside them to assist in meeting their needs and those of the communities we
both serve.
Despite the challenges we face, we remain committed to our shared goals of
empowering rural women and men; promoting good governance; and enhancing
communities’ self-awareness, self-creation, and self-reliance.
We want to express our appreciation to our donors and partners for the continued
support extended to us and our target beneficiaries in these very difficult times.
The Government of Sierra Leone is our most important partner. All our project
work supports national development policies and programs. Our collaboration
with government ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs) – including District
Councils-- has been positive and productive.
We take pride in the mutual trust we enjoy with all our
partners, knowing that we could not have achieved
any of the results shown in this report without their
support. It is our hope that our
partnership will endure to ensure women, girls,
boys, and men in rural communities live
dignified lives and thrive to contribute to the
achievement of sustainable development goals
in their communities.

Joseph Ayamga
Country Director
SEND Sierra Leone
13th April 2020

Introduction
This newsletter comes to you at a time
where the entire world is battling a
global pandemic, COVID-19. Sierra
Leone recorded its first confirmed
case of the Corona Virus Disease on
31st March 2020 despite preventive
measures
implemented
by
the
Government of Sierra Leone. Sierra
Leone has recorded 969 confirmed
cases with 608 recoveries and 48
deaths so far.
In
this
light,
a
number
of
Non-Government Organisations (both
local and international) and business
organisations
have made positive
strides to mitigate this pandemic in an
attempt to complement the efforts of
the Government of Sierra Leone.
SEND Sierra Leone in collaboration
with
relevant
stakeholders
and
partners, have greatly contributed to
raising awareness and distributing
essential items to help stop the spread
of COVID-19 .These items include
veronica buckets, bowls, cartons of
soap, megaphones, IEC materials, and
PPEs.
Also foodstuffs have been distributed
to persons with disability and less
privileged households to supplement
household
food
stock
during

mandatory lockdown periods ordered
by the Government. In addition, seeds
of crops such as rice have also been
distributed
to
less
privileged
households within our projects’
operational areas, and surrounding
communities
to
increase
the
production nutritious crops for
consumption to boast their immune
system.

COVID-19
RESPONSES
Earlier in April, staff of SEND Sierra Leone made financial contributions to provide
food items for over 100 persons with disability in Kenema before the initial three
days lockdown in the country. Food items such as bags of rice, onions,condiments
and gallons of vegetable cooking oil, were distributed.

The More than a Woman project supported by Irish Aid assisted members of
Parliament (specifically women) in the Eastern region of Sierra Leone to
complement their efforts by providing handwashing buckets and IEC sensitization
materials on COVID 19 to their constituents.

In the Kenema and Pujehun districts under BMZ/WHH funded LANN+ project,
staff working for the project have engaged 61 communities in sensitization sessions
to help educate residents on COVID-19. These sessions have resulted in the
distribution of IEC materials to the many communities. In addition, veronica
buckets, hand washing bowls, cartons of soap and megaphones were provided to
all 61 operational communities of the LANN+ project.

Also in the Bonthe District, field officers working for the Promotion of Nutrition
Sensitive WaSH Self Supply project have actively engaged remote communities in
COVID-19 sensitization campaigns. With funds from BMZ through Welthungerhilfe,
IEC materials, hand washing bowls, cartons of soap, etc have been provided to the
communities to help curtail the spread of COVID-19.

Under Project 100 which is funded by Engineers without Borders-Denmark, food
condiments and toiletries such as toilet rolls and hand sanitizers were distributed to
persons with disability in all project operational areas. In addition, with support
from our partners, we were able to distribute 2000 face masks which we were
produced by Opportunity Training School in Kenema.

Under the WISE project with support from Irish Aid through TROCAIRE, staff
ventured out with community stakeholders to sensitize and distribute IEC
materials on COVID-19 to the communities of the Western Area District. SEND
Sierra Leone also presented veronica buckets, handwashing bowls and cartons of
soap to the various communities to help promote safe handwashing in the
community.

As part of the Integrated Project for Education and Empowerment of Women and
CSOs project funded by BMZ through TERRA TECH Förderprojekte e. V,
sensitization efforts have been stepped up with the provision of IEC materials and
other key materials to ensure that community wide sensitization campaigns are
implemented. Two hundred households in Malegoun and Kissi Tongi Chiefdoms
respectively in Kenema and Kailahun have been supplied with rice seeds, orange
sweet potato vines to produce enough food for consumption in order to mitigate
the negative effects of the covid-19 pandemic.

The Global Solidarity Network supported SEND Sierra Leone with funds to help
complement its sensitization efforts in Mandu, Peje West and Peje Bongre
chiefdoms. These funds were used to supply more IEC materials to communities in
these chiefdoms and educate more residents on how to stay safe during the
COVID-19 pandemic

As our sensitization and awareness campaigns continue, we have helped
communities in all project locations develop indigenous solutions to help promote
handwashing and social distancing. One of such indigenous solutions is the
tippy-tap which is constructed with the least of resources but is very effective in
promoting handwashing in every household.

MONITORING VISITS
TO PROJECT SITES
We were honoured to have welcomed our donor partners, Irish Aid and Christian
Aid Ireland on their monitoring visits to our women empowerment areas of
operations in January 2020. The team visited project areas to monitor the progress
of projects and interact with beneficiaries on the impact of the project intervention.
The team was led by the CEO of Christian Aid Ireland, Rosamond Bennet. These
monitoring visits took place in Peje Bongre and Peje West chiefdoms in the
Kailahun District. The team interacted with several women groups who shared
their experiences prior to the project’s implementation and the impact the projects
have had on their lives and that of their families .The highlight of the day was when
a beneficiary shared her experience of how the project enabled her to access
medical care with the Health Insurance Scheme.

In a related development, a team of three from Freetown led by Mary O’Neill (Head
of Development, Irish Aid) held an open forum in Blama, Small Bo, Loworma and
Lower Bambara chiefdom in Kenema district. The forum brought together the
various women group members of the More than a Woman project including the
Kenema Women in Governance Network and the Men for Women groups. The
forum allowed all stakeholders to discuss the achievements, challenges and
recommendations of the first phase of the More than a Woman project.

In addition, a three-day domestic learning visit was organized by SEND Sierra
Leone, TROCAIRE and its partners in the Northern region of Sierra Leone to share
experiences and knowledge on project implementation with fellow partners. It
focused on sharing SEND Sierra Leone’s work experiences on women
empowerment and livelihood security. It served as an opportunity for TROCAIRE
and its partners to interact with women networks and sservice providers in local
governance and advocacy networks. Partners gained valuable insight through
sharing of experiences and expertise on community-based organizations. SEND
Sierra Leone and its partners further visited rural community women in Panguma
and Lowoma to get first-hand information on the implementation of program
activities. This training visit was supported with funds from Irish aid and the
European Union.

A two-day Training of Trainers (ToT) workshop facilitated by the CEO of SEND West
Africa, Siapha Kamara, was organised for staff of the More Than A Woman project.
This workshop equipped staff with the necessary knowledge on the use of the
Power Analysis concept in promoting dialogue between traditional authorities,
political party leadership structure and women leaders of the Eastern Region
Women in Governance Network.
In March 2020, Power Analysis workshops were organised in the three districts of
the Eastern Region namely: Kailahun, Kenema and Kono. These workshops were
attended by over 130 participants who represented the different political parties,
women groups and traditional authorities. In addition, female MPs, councillors and
MDAs were present. The workshops sort to discuss the Power Analysis concept and
its relevance in promoting women into governance structures across the
traditional and formal platforms.
With stakeholders’ engagement high during the Power Analysis workshops, three
different action plans were developed for implementation in all operational
districts. Sixteen main action points that would result in the increase of support
women and youth candidates contesting for political offices receive from the
political party structure were highlighted.
In conclusion, political parties were charged to be more receptive and to promote a
well-balanced political structure in governance in the upcoming 2023 General
elections.

UPDATES FROM THE
VILLAGE SAVINGS AND
LOAN ASSOCIATION
The Village Savings and Loan Association has proven to be one of the most
innovative financial schemes in its operational communities. Women in
communities where the Village Savings and Loan Association has been
implemented have shown remarkably progress in becoming financially
independent through increased economic activity. Women in these communities
are able to contribute financially to the upkeep of the household and development
of the community.
The WISE project which is funded by Irish Aid through Trocaire in the Western Area
District has successfully been able to create 14 women solidarity groups with 196
women. These groups have been trained on the VSLA approach, GMF and other
business practices and have received unconditional funding to help support their
entrepreneurial ambitions. Over 54 million Leones (USD 5,536) has been disbursed
to 9 solidarity groups in the Koya Chiefdom. Members of the groups invested their
loans into existing ventures such as purchasing fertilizer, more seeds for their farms
whiles other started a new business like a tailoring shop or a retail store. The
solidarity groups have been faithful in the repayment of the unconditional funding
and have saved over 113,688,000 Leones (USD 11,655). 80% of their savings is
currently been loaned out to other community members to invest in their business
for interest payments.

The Promotion of Nutrition Sensitive WaSH Self Supply project funded by BMZ
through Welthungerhilfe Sierra Leone introduced the VSLA approach to
communities in the Bonthe district. This action was to done to ensure that
community members would contribute financially to a community fund that
would invest in the financing of the construction of WaSH facilities for the
community.

A total of 250,926,000 Leones (USD 25,725) has been mobilised through savings
from 1,345 households in the Bonthe district for the construction of 966 EMAS
drilled wells and 435 EMAS elevated toilets.
As of May 2020, one hundred and ninety-two wells and fifty five wells have been
constructed in Sittia and Dema Chiefdoms respectively bringing the total number
of wells constructed to 247.These wells are constructed using EMAS technology.
Local technicians are trained to assist and also construct independently these
EMAS wells in the communities so as to promote community wide development
and proper maintenance and management of the wells.
In all, there are 2000 direct beneficiaries and 6000 indirect beneficiaries in the
communities of operation.
The intervention constitutes one thousand (1000) women and one hundred and
sixty-two (162) are persons with disability.
This project has contributed to a reduction in diarrhoeal diseases in operational
communities and promoted self-reliance among communities in the mobilization
of local resources, and improvement in the health status of the inhabitants through
awareness-raising on sanitation, health and hygiene.

Under the Linking Agriculture Natural Resources Management and WaSH towards
A Nutrition Security in Kenema and Pujehun districts (LANN+) project, the VSLA
approach was introduced to 53 communities in the Kenema district and
subsequently solidarity groups were formed to take advantage of the training
sessions. In the training sessions, solidarity group members were trained on
enterprenuership, proper business practices and the culture of saving. As of April
2020, the solidarity groups operating under the LANN+ project had saved
34,254,000 Leones (USD 3,511).

The LANN+ project also introduced the Small Business Development approach
which seeks to target small businesses within the district and introduce them to
proper business practices, finance management and savings. This approach is
operational in 38 communities in Tunkia, Gaura and Nomo chiefdoms located in
Kenema. The groups under the Small Business Development approach as of April
2020 have mobilised 278,340,000 Leones (USD 28,535).
The More Than A Woman which seeks
to
empower
women
to
hold
governance and leadership office in the
political structure also introduced the
VSLA approach to encourage the
women to save. The MTAW project has
been able to mobilise 431,504,000
Leones (USD 44,238) from beneficiaries
of the project.

PERSONALITY PROFILE:

Councillor Edith Amara
Our personality profile features Councillor Edith
Amara. She was born in Bo-orbu in the Kailahun
district. She is the third child of seven children to D. M
Amara ( a teacher at Methodist Primary school) and
Mamie Jusu Boobu a fishmonger. Edith started her
early education in Bunumbu and later enrolled at the
Kenema District Education Committee school in
Kenema.
At the age of ten, Edith was already fending for herself
dealing in petty trade. She fell victim to child marriage
at the age of fourteen and bore her first child to her
late husband. She continued to engage in petty trade
to cater for her child and herself.
She remarried and her life spiralled for the worst. She
was in an abusive marriage where she bore 7 children.

“Those days were very difficult moments for me but I mustered
courage and began my petty trading again”
~ Edith Narrated.

She returned to Kenema and worked as a revenue collector at the Kenema District
Council.
Edith is currently a household name in the Ward 10 community, she is very vibrant
and active in her community. She advocates for the girl child education and raises
awareness against teenage pregnancy and child marriage.
Her love for politics and governance led her to join the SLPP political party in 2010.
Before the country’s 2012 general elections, Edith together with other party
supporters dared to go into the opposition strongholds to campaign in Kailahun
districtt and other parts of the country. Even though they didn’t win at the time, she
braved the odds.

In the run-up to the 2018 general elections, she was called upon by her community
people to serve as a councillor because of her fearless and tireless efforts in
ensuring that the SLPP was elected.
“I never dreamt of becoming a councillor but my people
wanted me to lead and bring more development into our
ward (10). I knew it was a herculean task but I did not say
NO as my people pledged their commitment and support to
elect me. This made my journey to politics very easy”
~ Edith Added.

Councillor Edith has dedicated her work to women and girls in the Kailahun
District. In her attempt to empower women economically and socially she has set
up a Technical and Vocational centre where she trains young women and men.
They are trained in skills such as gara-tye dying, hairdressing, kneading, weaving,
soap making, carpentry and tailoring. The Technical and Vocational training centre
is located in Jimila-Ward 10 of the Kailahun District, commenced a year ago and
has enrolled about 160 trainees (five men included).

Highlighting her achievements in less than two years in office, Councillor Edith has
lobbied for a number of social amenities in Mamboma, Dodo and Dambala. She
has also mobilized four women groups in Masanta section to engage in farming
and goat rearing to support their livelihood. With support from the Village Savings
and Loan Association (VSLA) training and materials, she has formed 4 groups, due
to the demand of women for VSLA materials.
These groups are engaged in agricultural activities and the monies contributed are
given out as a loan to members who are into retail businesses.

Together with her ward members, sanitary facilities have been constructed in
Pemaru and Yandowahun with ongoing construction of a community “barray” in
Dodoru and Mamboma.
Currently, with support from well-meaning organizations, she has constructed a 4
classroom and 2 spaces for the Technical Vocational skills training centre. Currently,
she is advocating with the Ministry of Education to approve of this training centre.
She came in contact with SEND before Sierra Leone’s 2018 general elections and
has participated in almost all of SEND’s women empowerment programs within
and outside Kailahun. Councillor Edith actively participates in other projects of
SEND Sierra Leone.

“I am very thankful to SEND Sierra Leone for their
empowerment and capacity building training. They have added
more value in my life and with the advocacy, lobbying and
self-reliant skills, I can effectively engage other partners to bring
development to my ward. SEND Sierra Leone is a model for other
NGO’s to emulate.”
~ She Gladly Expressed.

She belongs to several other women empowerment groups in Kailahun district
and beyond.
Councillor Edith Amara is presently enrolled at the Bunumbu Teachers college
pursuing a Teaching Certificate.

“I did not become the nurse I wanted to be. But with all the skills and
technical knowledge from SEND Sierra Leone, I am determined to
acquire more education backed up with my experience to help my
community and beyond. I aim to become a member of Parliament.
What I was not able to achieve during my younger years I am now
trying to achieve and I will achieve it”, I am happy that I am
self-reliant and able to take care of my 6 surviving children. My
advice to all women is to stay focus, stay strong and never give up”
~ She Boldly Emphasized.

MESSAGES FROM OUR
BENEFICIARIES

Kula Tarawally
My name is Kula Tarawally and I live in Tilorma, Taninahun section, Tunkia
chiefdom. I am thankful to SEND Sierra Leone and the LANN+ project funded by
WHH. Prior to the project’s implementation, palm oil processing was very
challenging for us especially as women but we hope that the palm nut processing
machine will make the job easier in palm oil processing. I will be supporting my
husband in the process. This is going to benefit us and our communities. Other
communities will also benefit as we will rent it and raise incomes to develop their
countries.

Lucia Alpha

Sandaru, Gaura Chiefdom.

The contributions made from the VSLA has greatly helped myself, children and
husband grow together as one family. My husband used to travel and leave little or
no money to take care of myself and the children, but it doesn’t bother me anymore
as compared to before when I was idle doing nothing as I can now contribute to the
success of my family. Now I wear decent clothes and always ensure my children and
I eat well. It has also helped me improve my agricultural activities as I have access
to resources.

Jebbeh

Women’s leader in Venima Community, Guara Chiefdom

Congratulations to Nyaliema Women’s Agricultural VSLA in Venima. Thanks to the
knowledge on VSLA under the IRISH aid project, we can now boast of loaning our
community women funds as start-up capital for those who intend to start a
business or to boost their agricultural activities. In December we invested part of
our social fund into farming activities and planted OSPs and got 10 bags after
harvesting. This was sold and the income saved in the VSLA. We intend to replant
these potatoes and other crops this planting season. The project did not provide us
with boxes but with the knowledge we received on how it works and steps towards
becoming self-sufficient, the benefit has been of tremendous help. With our local
resources we made a wooden box to serve the purpose in the mean time but we
plan to save more to make a more secure box that is up to standard. We say thanks
to the project teams for their education on VSLA.

A special thanks goes to Miss Mariama Bah and the communications
team. Your tireless service of gathering all relevant information
needed for this newsletter is greatly appreciated. To all field staff
and projects’ team leaders your continuous sacrifice of serving our
target beneficiaries and communities is much appreciated.
We want to also thank all our donors and partners for your
continuous support of SEND Sierra Leone.
In the meantime, we encourage you to observe all safety protocols to
keep yourself, family and others safe during this pandemic.
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