AGAINST ALL ODDS…
SEND Sierra Leone

NEWSLETTER
www.sendwestafrica.org

September 2018 | Vol. 2 No. 6

Overcoming Social & Cultural Barriers to Political & Economic Empowerment!

Against all odds…Overcoming social and cultural barriers to political and economic empowerment!

Contents
Foreword………………………………………………………………………………………............................3

Profiles:
Aminata Rogers………………………………………………………………………………………………….4
Alice B. D. Rogers……………………………………………………………………………………………….5
Baby Salay Nyomeh……………………………………………………………………………………………..6
Abibatu Farma…………………………………………………………………………………………………..7
Aminata Koroma………………………………………………………………………………………………..8
Massah Bockarie………………………………………………………………………………………………..9
Fatmata Njaiga…………………………………………………………………………………………………10
Rosemarie Fatorma……………………………………………………………………………………………11
Salaymatu Sheriff……………………………………………………………………………………………...12
Esther N. Kasaimba……………………………………………………………………………………………13
Mariama M. Tarawally………………………………………………………………………………………..14
Amie F. Jimmy…………………………………………………………………………………………………15
Nancy Coomber………………………………………………………………………………………………..16
Edith Amara……………………………………………………………………………………………………17
Jamie Kpange………………………………………………………………………………………………….18
Kona Messi Duwai……………………………………………………………………………………………..19
Doris Baby Momoh…………………………………………………………………………………………….20
Mariama Kandeh………………………………………………………………………………………………21
Juliet Kumba Mambu…………………………………………………………………………………………22
Adama Jalloh…………………………………………………………………………………………………..23
Kumba Nyandemoh……………………………………………………………………………………………24
Sia Elenor Ngegba……………………………………………………………………………………………..25
Mariama S. T. Allieu…………………………………………………………………………………………..26
Maltilda Kumba Moripeh……………………………………………………………………………………..27
Serah Gbondo…………………………………………………………………………………………………..28
SEND supports 3 Female MPs………………………………………………………………………………..29
Hon. Josephine Makieu………………………………………………………………………………………..30
Hon. Emilia Lolo Tongi……………………………………………………………………………………......31
Hon. Rebecca Yei Kamara……………………………………………………………………………………32
Hon. Bernadette Wuyatta Songu……………………………………………………………………………..33

SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

Page 2

Against all odds…Overcoming social and cultural barriers to political and economic empowerment!

Foreword
On behalf of SEND Sierra Leone and all the women
and men we work with, I welcome you to the 2nd
edition of our women empowerment newsletter
volume 6. In this edition, we share information about
our work, especially exciting news about the women
we work with and the strides they have made so far.
2018 has been an exciting year and SEND greatly
appreciate the continuous support from partners
towards women empowerment and participation in
governance.
Together, Christian Aid, Irish Aid, and SEND
empowered and promoted women’s participation in
governance through series of activities and initiatives
including trainings on leadership and advocacy,
resource mobilization, and support to access microcredit. Other activities included women’s groups
formation and management, education on gender laws
and policies, learning and sharing on best practices on
women empowerment, weekly radio programs, gender
trainings and audits of local authorities and political
parties. We worked with political parties and
traditional leaders on ways to empower women
including political education for women candidates
and political parties, GBV awareness creation and
advocacy, promotion of gender transformative
activities through the gender model family concept,
town hall meetings, the development of the Eastern
Region Women’s Manifesto, and support for women
during the 2018 election with campaign materials and
financial resources.
We share with you here some of our key joint
achievements:
Over 10,000 women from Kailahun, Kenema and
Kono are mentored through trainings on community
leadership and decision-making, public speaking and
self-assertion, power, gender and inclusion as well as
in political campaigning, who are now participating
effectively in decision making at community and
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district levels.
• 5000 women in 19 chiefdoms in Kailahun and
Kenema districts benefited from micro-credit to
start or expand their businesses to make them
economically independent in order to enable them
have more voice in household and community
decision-making and take the lead in their own
development.
• The Eastern Women in Governance Network was
formed and has become a strong force in promoting
women economic empowerment and participation
in governance.
• History was made in Kailahun and Kenema
districts. For the first time, an independent female
candidate won election as MP in Kailahun District
from an incumbent male candidate from the now
governing Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP).
• In Kono, the newly formed Coalition for Change
(C4C) Party made history by having the first ever
elected female MP from the district largely due to
the contributions of SEND and NMJD.
We thank you for choosing SEND as your NGO
partner. In the coming year, we hope to further
improve on our organizational capacity and to
strengthen the bond of shared trust and partnership to
empower women to champion their own development
with self-confidence, dignity, self-esteem and integrity.
We always want to learn and improve. Kindly provide
us with any feedback you may have about our work
on: ayamga.sendsl@gmail.com

Joseph Ayamga
Country Director
SEND Sierra Leone
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AMINATA
Rogers

Profile

Councilor elect Ward 033, Constituency 012 Kenema District
She joined the women in governance
network in Kenema in 2017 and
benefitted from leadership trainings
organized with support from SEND
Sierra Leone.
Aminata attended primary school in
her village called Koya and proceeded
to Kenema town where she continued
with her secondary education at the
Holy Rosary Secondary School.

Aminata was inspired into politics by her elder brother, Brima Rogers
(commonly known as SLPP Rogie), who included her name in the
Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) membership register in 2008
without her consent. Her brother would later explain that his intention
was to induct her into politics. “My brother convinced me that I would
make a good politician,” recalled Aminata.
She later became an executive member of the party that worked
tirelessly to ensure its success in Kenema District. Before the 2007
General Elections, her uncle who was the then councilor of Ward 012,
informed her that he would be running for the last time as councilor
and that he would like her to succeed him.
Initially, Aminata dismissed his proposal as fun. “My uncle however
summoned me to a meeting and implored me to think about his
proposal seriously,” explained Aminata. She eventually accepted the
challenge, but would rather contest in her village in order to serve her
people.
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

With her quest for education, she
travelled to Freetown to continue her
education at the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Secondary School and wrote her GCE
O’Level exams. However, she could
not proceed further because she lost
her father and her mother couldn’t
afford to meet her school obligations.
So Aminata decided to get married and
tried to convince her husband to
support her education. After giving
birth to two children, her husband
facilitated her enrollment for a Higher
Teacher’s Certificate. From 2005 to
2006 she wrote her NCTVA exams and
in 2007 she was approved as a
certified teacher.
Meanwhile, Aminata called on rural
women not to relent in pursuing their
goals in life.
“Keep fighting until you get what you
want. Women add value to life,” she
appealed.
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ALICE
B. D. Rogers

Profile

Incumbent Councilor Ward 072, Constituency 021, Kenema district

Inspired by the conviction that not only men should dominate
politics, Alice entered the political arena in 2011 and was elected
as Councilor in the Local Council Elections in 2012.
“I believe as a woman if I become a politician I will be in a better
position to work closely with my colleague women and be of great
service to them. Women are capable of doing anything men can do
and even better. Politics is not meant for men alone,” said Alice.
During her first tenure as Councilor, Alice established close ties
between her community and local council through regular
communication. She would update the community on outcome of
council meetings and activities and she would take feedback from
the community to council.
“I believe to be a good representative you have to earn the trust
and confidence of your people. There must be transparency and
accountability in your activities,” she said.
Alice brought development to her community through her lobbying
skills in council. Some of the projects she facilitated included
fencing of the community field, paving and rehabilitation of feeder
roads, construction of culverts and small bridges to link her
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

community with other communities
within Kenema district.
In the run up to her re-election into the
Kenema District Council in 2018, Alice
came in contact with SEND Sierra
Leone through the women in
governance network.
“Meeting with SEND Sierra Leone was
a blessing indeed,” said Alice. “We
were trained on leadership, lobbying
and advocacy skills and they gave us
financial support as well. We also met
with major community and political
stakeholders during our various
engagements,” said Alice.
In addition, SEND Sierra Leone also
provided publicity flyers, posters and
T-shirts for her campaign.
“I was the only candidate with colored
posters and T-shirts in my constituency,
and I felt proud,” said Alice.
Alice holds a Diploma in Computing
and a Higher Teacher’s Certificate
(HTC) from the Eastern Polytechnic.
After securing her HTC she started
teaching at St. Charles and later at St.
Monica, which is closer to the Kenema
District Council.
Councilor Alice Rogers is married with
two children.
“It’s very important to have women in
decision making positions, because
women can nurture and sustain
communities,” she said.
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BABY
Salamy Nyomeh

Profile

Councilor elect Ward 032, Constituency 011, Kenema District

Baby started attending community meetings and participated in
development activities at an early age. She soon began to show
leadership potentials and developed interest in politics.
Eventually, her people encouraged her to aspire for political position
so she would represent their interest at the local council. At first, she
thought she needed more time to learn but she finally decided to get
into active politics.
“I finally made up my mind when one of the men in my community
expressed his intention to run for councilor and started intimidating
people with his educational status. I then threw a challenge to him that
I would beat him for the party’s symbol to contest in the March 7th
2018 elections,” explained Baby.
She faced a lot of intimidation from some quarters, condemning her
educational level, but she stood her ground and insisted that it was not
all about education. “I have seen educated people who could not even
start a farm or do anything to change lives,” she noted.
“I know education is important and I am always ready to learn and
acquire more knowledge. However, you don’t need education to know
the needs of your community. I have lived in this community for long
and I know the challenges we have. I have participated actively in
trying to solve some of these problems, so I know. Leadership is not
about education but service to your people.”
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

Because of her obedience, humility and
dedication, her husband championed
her campaign.
Baby attended primary school in
Kailahun town before proceeding to
Bunumbu where she attained her
secondary school education.
With the outbreak of the rebel war she
could not proceed with her education
from where she left at Form IV as her
parents could not even afford a day’s
meal.
Baby later got pregnant and gave birth
to a male child, which further worsened
her situation as the father of the child
failed to live up to his responsibility.
She was forced into petty trading and
back yard gardening to survive.
Baby relocated to her father’s village,
Nyawa, where she continued her petty
trading and farming activities. She
traded in rice, palm oil, smoked fish
and other cooking condiments from one
village to the other and in some cases
she exchanged her products for items
she needed at home.
Councilor Baby is working very hard to
bring her people together, especially
those who did not support her.
“Business develops communities and I
want to support women to go into
business as part of my support as a
councilor,” she vowed.
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ABIBATU
Farma

Profile

Councilor elect Ward 056, Constituency 019 Kenema District

During the course of doing business interacting with different
people across the country Abibatu came to realize that women
are left behind in almost every aspect in the development chain
with men taking the leading roles.
“I felt very bitter about this imbalance,” said Abibatu. “This
motivated me to fight my way into politics to serve as the
mouthpiece for women and to also contribute to nation building,
especially after realizing that most of the men that were in
politics were not that educated as we had imagined.”
Initially, it was not easy to fit into the political conclave as most
people knew Abibatu as a successful business woman and
wondered why she needed to become a politician.
“People keep telling me it’s a waste of time and resources, and
that I will not stand the heat; but I responded positively to all the
concerns and fears,” said Abibatu.
Due to her commitment and dedication to the Sierra Leone
People Party (SLPP), the party’s hierarchy in the district
convinced her to go in for the Councilor symbol and they
supported her in diverse ways to achieve that goal: Abibatu
would go on to win in the 7th March 2018 elections.
Being a senior member of the Ward Committee in the Kenema
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District Council for two consecutive
terms, she was in a better position to put
her experience into action in winning
votes in her community and she intends
to use such advantage to bring
development to her community.
Through her popularity she attracted
support from other political parties and
she’s now bridging the gap between the
people and the administration.
After the pronouncement of the final
result confirming her as the duly elected
Councilor, Abibatu started preaching
peace and bringing people together
irrespective of their political affiliations.
“People from the SLPP started looting
properties of supporters of the previous
government. We are brothers and sisters
and we must live together in peace.
Politics is about ideas and not
destruction,” said Abibatu. “To achieve
development for our community we must
work as a team.”
Abibatu attended the Roman Catholic
Primary School in Panguma and the
Wesley Secondary School in Segbwema
in Kailahun district. She served as a
Community Teacher at Wesley School for
years before getting married. She has
eight children, who completed University
and are now working in various sectors at
home and abroad.
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AMINATA
Koroma

Profile

Councilor for Ward 067, Constituency 021, Kenema District
syndicate to empower her colleague
women. She is presently providing
educational support to girls.
“I was not fortunate to get the
education I wanted. So I want to give
other women and girls the opportunity
to get education,” said Aminata.

Aminata Koroma was overwhelmingly re-elected as Councilor for
Ward 067, Constituency 021, Kenema District by her people due to
her outstanding performance in her community during her first term
under the Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP).
Councilor Aminata contributed immensely in the fight against the
Ebola virus disease (EVD) in Kenema district by establishing a
syndicate for orphans and survivors, printed T-Shirts and shared
among the groups of people she moved around with from ward to
ward sensitizing communities about the dos and don’ts of the
deadly disease.
In the area of education, she established a syndicate for adult
women and employed teachers to educate them. The women are
mainly from the group she started and named ‘Tamaraneh’; a
Temne phrase meaning “Let’s help one another”.

A key component of her campaign since her first term was fighting
for women and girl-child education, the reason she established the
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

Councilor Aminata Koroma is married
with seven children but only five are
alive. She is presently living with her
husband and children in Kenema
town.
“We must not forget that our society
needs to grow and we must start being
inclusive. Women and girls should not
be left out of the decision making
table or in the meetings that promote
development,” she said.

“I was not fortunate
to get the education
I wanted. So I want
to give other women
and girls the
opportunity to get
education”
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MASSAH
Bockarie

Profile

Councilor of Ward 066, Constituency 020, Kenema district

She grew up in a political home. Her husband’s uncle was the
former Mayor of Kenema (late Chief Brima Kargbo) and she
was actively campaigning for him in the district in her early
years of marriage.
Due to her hard work at the time, coupled with her
contributions towards human capacity building through the
educational sector, Massah was nominated in absentia by her
people to contest for the symbol of the councilor position.
She initially frowned on the proposal in fear that she could
not meet the financial implications involved. However, with
persistent visitations by community people and her husband’s
support Massah accepted the challenge.
She received moral and financial support from her
community people and SEND Sierra Leone. Massah actually
faced little difficulty in being awarded the symbol under the
Sierra Leone People’s Party (SLPP) and she went on to be
duly elected Councilor of Ward 066, Constituency 020,
Kenema District.
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“My goal in politics is to provide
adequate representation on behalf of
the women and people within my
community. Our men have been in
control of governance for long, but I
want to prove that women can do it
better,” said Massah.
She attended the District Education
Committee School in Kailahun where
she failed to write her final Primary
School exams known as the Selective
Entrance due to the outbreak of the
civil war (1991-2002).
Her family moved to Kenema where
she then wrote the exams and
proceeded to the Islamic Secondary
School together with her younger
sister and they both attained their
GCE O’Level’ certificates.
In 2001 she enrolled at the Eastern
Polytechnic and in 2004 she was
awarded a Teacher’s Certificate (TC).
She went into teaching as part of her
contribution towards the development
of her community people.
In 2010 she attained the Higher
Teachers Certificate (HTC), and she is
currently teaching at the Islamic
Primary School in Kenema.
Councilor Massah Bockarie is happily
married with two children.
“A woman should learn to live
dignified, be independent and
empowered,” she said.
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FATMATA
Njaiga

Profile

Councilor of Ward 046, Constituency 016, Kenema district

She wanted to study Theology to improve her capacity to propagate
the Gospel, but her people (including family members) in the village
insisted that they needed her to represent them at the political level.
So with persistent persuasion from her people, Fatmata Njaiga
discussed the issue with her Pastor who gave her his blessing.
“My Pastor said that leadership comes from God and that if my
people need me to represent them there is no need for me to turn
them down,” Fatmata explained.
As she declared her intention to contest for the Councilor position in
Ward 046, Constituency 016, Kenema district, the people stood by
her throughout. But they could only provide moral support in diverse
ways as they were poor, forcing Fatmata to invest her long term
savings into her campaign.
However, she soon came in contact with SEND Sierra Leone and
NMJD who provided her with technical and financial support through
leadership trainings and campaign materials such as flyers and
posters. She eventually won the hearts and minds of her people and
went on to win the elections with a landslide victory.
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With her religious background, she
promised that she would serve her
people with honesty, diligence and
accountability, and she would admonish
her colleagues in Council to understand
that leadership is about service and not
personal enrichment.
Fatmata attended the KDC Primary
School and the Holy Roses Secondary
School in Kenema. Due to poor health
condition, she took transfer and
continued her education at the Ansarul
Islamic Secondary School also in
Kenema where she wrote her GC O’
Level’.
With limited resources, she could not
proceed to College at that time, so she
embarked on doing business. She was
able to raise funds to continue her
education. She was enrolled at the
Bunumbu Teachers College in 1999,
graduated with a Teachers Certificate
(TC) in 2002 and started teaching at the
Young Muslim Primary School the
same year.
In 2014 Fatmata further enrolled to
pursue the Higher Teacher’s Certificate
(HTC).
Councilor Fatmata Njaiga is a single
parent with two children. “Life is about
determination and sacrifice. I will
continue to work to serve my people,”
she said with determination.
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ROSEMARIE
Fatorma

Profile

Councilor for Ward 042, Constituency 015, Tongo Field, Kenema District

Some people believe that politics is not for religious leaders but
Rosemarie Fatorma, Councilor elect for Ward 042, Constituency 015
in Tongo Field, Kenema District, disagrees.
“If religious people become politicians, the country’s political
dynamics will change for the best as they will conduct themselves
with the fear of God,” said Rosemarie.
Rosemarie is a Pastor at the New Harvest Ministry Church where the
women and youth congregation always look up to her as a role model
in the work of God as well as a philanthropist.
So it did not come as a surprise when, because of her outstanding
contributions in her community, the people repeatedly approached
her to represent them in Council.
“Actually my intention of becoming a politician is to preach the
gospel to other politicians and the people to see the need to genuinely
contribute towards nation building,” said Rosemarie.
In addition to drawing from her personal savings and family support
to finance her campaign, Rosemarie was among the fortunate few
women candidates that received technical and financial support from
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

SEND Sierra Leone.
Together with her colleagues, she
received publicity flyers, posters,
money to support her campaign
activities and benefitted from
trainings in leadership, public
speaking and lobbying skills.
With such support, Rosemarie was in
a better position to articulate
governance issues well in her
campaign activities which contributed
largely to her winning the election to
represent her people in the Kenema
District Council.
Before now, Rosemarie has been
promoting the education of girls in her
church and at community level, as
their future is paramount to the
development of Sierra Leone.
She is also involved in small scale
agriculture, giving some of her
produce to women groups and
vulnerable people.
She attended the St. Theresa Primary
School in Freetown and the
Government Secondary School for
Girls in Magbuaka where she
succeeded in writing her Advance (A
‘Level) exams. She holds a Teachers
Certificate (TC) from the Eastern
Polytech.
Councilor Rosemarie Fatorma is
married with five children.
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SALAMATU
Sheriff

Profile

Councilor for Ward 038, Constituency 013, Kenema District

Salamatu was born in Nomo chiefdom in Kenema District in 1968.
She went to Islamic Secondary School Kenema. She did not
complete secondary education because she was forced into early
marriage. As a result, she started trading in palm oil. After the war,
the need for community nurses arose and she got herself trained as a
traditional birth attendant and has been working with the clinic in
her community as part of her efforts to contribute to improving the
health status of her community.
Nomo Faama is the town where SEND implements gender and other
livelihood projects. She participated in most of the trainings and got
interested in leadership and development. In 2018, she expressed
interest to be a councilor and benefited from various training
activities on leadership, advocacy, community engagement and
elections campaign trainings empowered her to conduct electoral
activities successfully.
Given that she was also previously the women’s leader of the SLPP
party, she had already established contacts with different
stakeholders in the party and that enhanced her electoral success.
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“I have become a politician in
order to be the mouthpiece of
women because they are
vulnerable,” she said, adding that
Nomo Chiefdom is backward in
terms of education and
development.
She also said the road
infrastructure is not good and
travelling and the conduct of
business activities become difficult
even though the chiefdom boasts
so much cocoa and coffee.
“I will work with the council to
prioritize the road leading to
Liberia connecting Nomo
Chiefdom if the opportunity comes
and I will advocate for the
education of women and girls,”
vowed Salamatu.
She continued: “If I have the
opportunity, I will advocate for the
government and development
partners to build a vocational
school in the chiefdom to ensure
that women learn things that they
can easily generate income to
support themselves and their
families. I will work with my
colleague women to continue the
SEND microfinance scheme
because it builds women and
empowers them better than any
other thing.”
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ESTHER
N. Kaisamba

Profile

Councilor for Ward 063, Constituency 020, Kenema District
“I now understand that
there is lack of
accountability in the
council and I am going to
fight against this because I
feel it is unjust and it keeps
my people poor”

Esther is over sixty years (60yrs). She is the councilor for ward
63 in Kenema District. Esther is one of the experienced
councilors in the Kenema City Council. This is her third term
serving as a councilor and her second term as the Deputy Mayor
of the city council. Esther is a trained and qualify teacher. Prior
to becoming a politician, she was the headmistress for Kenema
District Education Committee School.
Her elder sister Mrs. Bintu Myers- who was a member of
Parliament from the SLPP party- brought her into politics in
2004. She contested that year but was not successful. She was
the Secretary General for the women’s wing of the party in
Kenema district. She became a councilor since 2008.
The 2018 election was not an easy one for her because her
political party (SLPP) was in opposition and the ruling APC
party was spending money to remain in power.
SEND and NMJD supported her during the 2018 election.
“Their capacity building trainings on Gender, leadership,
advocacy/lobbying and a host of other interventions enhanced
my political skills and exposed me better,” said Esther.
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

Becoming the Deputy Mayor for this
third term was not easy as seven (7)
other councilors including women
contested for the same position. She
was only blessed because of her
experience and track record of
promoting transparency and
advocating for the empowerment of
women.
“Recently SEND trained us on our
roles as councilors and that training
helped me a lot,” she noted. “Could
you imagine that as the Deputy
Mayor, decisions are taken without
involving me? They make
expenditure without my knowledge
and make me sign documents even
when I don’t know what the
expenditure is about. With the
training, I now understand that there
is lack of accountability in the
council and I am going to fight
against this because I feel it is unjust
and it keeps my people poor.”
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MARIAMA
M. Tarawally

Profile

Councilor for Ward 053, Constituency 018, Kenema District

Mariama was born on 26th May, 1967 in Mondema, Gorama Mende.
She attended RC Conta and Agricultural Secondary School in
Mondema village. She is a teacher and this is her second term as
councilor.
Mariama admires women politicians who advocate for women
empowerment. This motivated her to join the Sierra Leone People’s
Party (SLPP), contested in the 2012 elections and won.
However, the March 2018 general elections campaign was very
difficult for Mariama as she faced serious challenges form rival
candidates of the incumbent ruling APC party. Nevertheless, the
SLPP was popular in her ward and she eventually got the votes to
become councilor elect.
Mariama became a member of the Kenema Women in Governance
Network because she had good experience from her previous
engagement with women from Kailahun where the Kailahun Women
in Governance Network successfully supported the empowerment of
women and contributed to Kailahun having the highest number of
councilors in the District Council before the 2018 elections.
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She enrolled as a member and also
benefited from the leadership
trainings, advocacy meetings at the
district and national levels on
women empowerment.
The trainings and exposure made her
learn new skills that greatly
supported her political activities and
her victory as a councilor.
Mariama is the chairwoman for the
Agriculture Committee in the
Kenema District Council.
“As the Chairperson for agriculture,
I will work to ensure that women
farmers are greatly considered when
opportunities are available,” she
promised.
She is happily married and has five
children.

“As the
Chairperson for
agriculture, I will
work to ensure that
women farmers are
greatly considered
when opportunities
are available”
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AMIE
F. Jimmy

Profile

Councilor of Ward 6, Constituency 006, Kailahun District

It is no secret that the All Peoples Congress (APC) largely
dominated Koindu town in Kailahun District over the years, but
Amie F. Jimmy became the first to break through under the Sierra
Leone People’s Party (SLPP). She won the elections and is now
the Councilor for Ward 6 in Constituency 006.
“I challenged myself to enter into politics to redeem my people
from suffering. Now that I have been elected as Councilor, I am
going to work with other elected officials including our Member
of Parliament and community stakeholders to transform Koindu
town to a better place for all and to bring back the international
market to its previous state,” said Amie proudly.
The popular Koindu market used to be the hub for a thriving
regional trade benefitting the countries of the Mano River Union,
but has over the years relocated away from the center of the town
making it very difficult for people to access.
Amie’s determination could be traced back to her early school
days in Kono living with her mother before they relocated to
Kailahun where she continued her secondary education.
Unlike her contemporaries growing up, Amie did not have the
opportunity to enjoy her father’s love.
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Her father neglected his responsibility
when she was just a child, and so she
focused more on athletics to find the
solace she needed. Her mother was also
too poor to take proper care. She got
pregnant in Form III and dropped out of
school.
She engaged in agriculture as a source
of livelihood when she lost her parents.
Out of agriculture she has been able to
take care of herself and to support her
children. With the outbreak of the rebel
war she sought refuge in Guinea and
returned to Sierra Leone in 2004.
She started teaching at the Roman
Catholic (RC) school in Koindu and in
2005 transferred to the New Apostolic
School up to 2008 in the same town.
While teaching, she started attending
vocational training organized by IRC
where she learnt skills in soap making
and gara tie-dying.
In an attempt to make her marriage
work, Amie discussed with her husband
her desire to establish a private school
so that she could be around all the time.
Her husband welcome the idea, and the
school now has more than 250 pupils
and enjoys the support of the entire
community.
“My focus with this school is to ensure
the girls are empowered and become
responsible in society,” she said.
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NANCY
Coomber

Profile

Councilor of Ward 012, Constituency 005 Kailahun District

A native of Mobai village in Kailahun, Nancy Coomber is a single
parent with two children. She holds a Certificate in Business Studies
from St. Joseph Vocational Institute in Freetown.
Coomber’s early work experience included working as Secretary in
a Non-Governmental Organization known as Development Initiative
Program (DIP), owned by her elder sister in Freetown. Due to her
commitment and hard work she was transferred to the regional
branch in Tonkolili, where she acted as the Administrative Officer
closely working with women in the district. Eventually, they formed
a Mother’s Club to seek the interest of women and girls in that part
of the country.
Coomber said working with those women inspired her to develop
passion for agriculture. After official work hours, she would go to
communities to have meetings with women to explain to them about
the importance of backyard gardening to support their nutritional
needs, and income generation in order to take care of their children.
“My salary was not enough to take care of my children’s welfare
including school fees,” said Comber. “So proceeds from my
SEND Sierra Leone | Newsletter | September 2018

gardening served as additional
income.”
Meanwhile, Councilor Coomber called
on other women to stand up and be
counted no matter their situation.
“My greatest support came from
Christian Aid and Irish Aid through
SEND. Through the Women in
Governance Project, we were trained on
leadership, governance, advocacy and
lobbying skills. They also provided us
with campaign materials such as flyers,
posters and cash to facilitate our
campaigns,” said Coomber.
“Being a single parent should not in any
way prevent you from reaching your
full potential as a woman. Rather, you
should be very strong and determined to
succeed in life. As a woman you should
believe in yourself. Don’t ever reduce
yourself to the status of a failure.
Always admire yourself and aim high in
life as everything is possible under the
watchful eyes of God,” she admonished.
Nancy Coomber has recently been
elected as the first ever Deputy Council
Chairlady in the history of Kailahun
District as a result of continuous
advocacy and engagement and the
support of the Kailahun Women in
Governance Network and SEND Sierra
Leone.
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EDITH
Amara

Profile

Councilor of Ward 010, Constituency 004, Kailahun District

Councilor elect in Ward 010 Constituency 004, Edith Amara, left
school at Form III as a result of the civil war and fled to Conakry,
Guinea, where she stayed until the end of the war.
Upon her return to Sierra Leone she got married to her present
husband, Mr. Amara, and they were blessed with six children (all
twins).
With the aim of empowering her children, Madam Amara returned
to Kailahun and resided with her aunt who found her a job at the
District Council as Revenue Collector. At the same time, she
decided to continue mobilizing women through the formation of
the Amoloma club working in the interest of women.
As part of their activities in promoting women development, they
embarked on subsistence farming; keeping some of the harvest for
the family and selling some to raise funds to meet other
responsibilities. Eventually, Edith built a house in Kailahun while
her husband still resided in Freetown with the other children.
Motivated by her passion for education and self-development, the
newly-elected Councilor has employed the services of three
teachers who are currently teaching her at home quietly.
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“I decided to educate myself at this age
simply because I believe in the power of
education and I want to effectively
represent my community,” she said.
Through her interactions with
community people and major
stakeholders Edith would assist here and
there whenever she could, such as
providing school fees for children.
“Thinking of my background I feel
obliged to assist children within my
community who are willing to go to
school,” said Edith. “My house is
crowded with children whose parents
cannot afford to get them in school.
Paying their fees makes me feel proud
as a mother and a Sierra Leonean.”
Councilor Edith said her relationship
with the people, especially community
elders, influenced her to enter into
politics as they were urging her to go in
for an elective position and committing
to support her throughout.
Edith got financial support from her
child living in the USA, but her
campaign was smooth largely because
of her close relationship with the people
and the leadership trainings she
benefited from and the various exposure
meetings organized by SEND and the
women in governance network.
Meanwhile, she called on women to
come forward and aspire for leadership
positions.
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JAMIE
Kpange

Profile

Councilor of Ward 024, Constituency 009, Kailahun District

Councilor Jamie Kpange of Ward 024 Constituency 009 Bunumbu
Penge West Chiefdom in Kailahun District is the only surviving
incumbent out of the 12 Councilors elected into Council in 2012.
All 12 incumbent councilors contested for re-election in the justconcluded 2018 Local Government elections but 11 were not given
the greenlight to contest elections under their parties’ tickets.
“Only God knows why and how I succeeded, as my colleagues
equally put in their best to secure endorsement from their parties,”
said Jamie. “Most people, especially the youth, were convinced my
party would not award me the symbol to contest, but with my
lobbying skills and close contact with the relevant authorities God
saw me through.”
Jamie derived her strength and motivation from Christian Aid and
Irish Aid through SEND and the Kailahun Women in Governance
Network (KWIGN), who supported women candidates in Kailahun,
Kenema and Kono throughout the electioneering process.
“Before joining the SEND Sierra Leone team through KWIGN, I
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found it very difficult to speak in public
or to take the front seat,” explained
Jamie. “However, with the training and
mentoring on radio programs I can now
challenge issues of national interest and
make good representation on behalf of
women and girls.”
Councilor Jamie Kpange came into
politics as a result of her close
relationship with her elder sister who
was one of the oldest Paramount Chiefs
in Sierra Leone and also one of the
Paramount Chief Members of
Parliament in Kenema, PC Sallay Satta
Gendemeh.
“I used to accompany her to Parliament
and at some point I served as her
personal assistant. She exposed me to
many prominent people in the country
and with that I grew to love politics,”
recalled Jamie.
In 2012 she used her earlier political
connections to find her way into
mainstream politics and eventually was
among 12 female councilors that
entered the Kailahun District Council
with financial and technical support
from SEND Sierra Leone.
Jamie holds a Teacher’s Certificate (TC)
and is presently teaching at the St.
Theresa Primary School in Bunumbu
Town.
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KONA
Messi Duwai

Profile

Councilor for Ward 017, Constituency 006, Kailahun District

In 2012 Kona Messi Duwai’s family tried but failed to convince
her to contest for the position of councilor in the Local
Government Elections of 2012 to represent her community in the
District Council. The family, and close friends, believed Kona had
done a lot for their community and would be the right person to
represent them, but she was afraid of going into politics. She
declined.
In 2016, they tried again and this time Kona had enough time to
think over their proposal as the Local Government Elections was
two years away. She discussed with her husband who assured her
of his blessings and moral support to go for the councilor symbol
and contest in the election. And with the community’s support
Kona wasn’t going to be denied the symbol.
“The support I got from all corners was overwhelming,” she said.
“The people stood by me throughout, from the award of symbols
and campaigning to the election itself.”
In addition, Kona received technical and material support from
SEND through the Kailahun Women In Governance Network.
Eventually, Kona Messi Duwai was duly elected Councilor for
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Ward 017 in Constituency 006,
Kailahun District, in the just-concluded
March 2018 Local Government
Elections.
Born to very poor parents (and extended
family) Kona started education in
Koribondo town Bo District, Southern
Sierra Leone, at age 10 in class 5, but
meeting the school charges and other
obligations proved impossible for her
parents.
“My father was only literate in Arabic
and he never valued girl child
education. He even attempted to get me
out of school,” explained Kona.
Soon she got pregnant and dropped out
of school. She would later lose the
child.
With determination, Kona returned to
school and sat to the GCE O’ Level at
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Secondary
School. However, when the rebel war
reached its peak in the late 1990s, she
fled to Liberia together with some
family members and stayed there until
the war ended. When she returned to
Sierra Leone, Kona got married on the
insistence of her mother. Unfortunately,
her educational ambition got dented
again as her husband, like her late
father, was also only literate in Arabic
and had no value for Western education.
Eventually, she gave up and she would
give birth to 7 children, losing three of
them.
Page 19

Overcoming social and cultural barriers to political and economic empowerment!

DORIS
Baby Momoh

Profile

Councilor of Ward 026, Constituency 009, Kailahun District

Doris Baby Momoh is Councilor elect of Ward 026 in
Constituency 009, Malema Jawei Chiefdom, Kailahun District,
Eastern Sierra Leone.
She started schooling at Bandajuma Jawei and proceeded to
Kenema, where she attained secondary school education before
returning to Kailahun stopping at Form IV.
When the rebel war broke-out in 1991, Doris and her father
migrated to Kenema. She stayed home because her father could
not afford to get her back in school. It was during that period she
came in contact with the man that would become her husband.
While still nursing her educational ambition Doris engaged in
subsistence agriculture, planting and selling cassava leaves, okra
and onion leaves. After giving birth to three children, she decided
to approach her elder brothers to appeal to them to help support
her education but they advised her to focus on educating her
children first.
After the war, she encouraged her husband for them to return to
Kailahun. They bought a power saw machine and started a small
scale logging business. Whenever she could afford, Doris
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supported other children who were
interested in education. Her eldest child
has completed university, the second is
at Njala University and the third is
writing his West African Senior
Secondary School Certificate
Examination (WASSCE).
Doris’ children were amazed by their
mother’s generosity to other children.
One day one of them said to her:
“Mama we appreciate your support to
other people; there will surely come a
time when they will be of help to you.”
And so it was when parents who were
aware of her benevolence to other
children in the community approached
her and encouraged her to represent
them at the local council. They assured
her of their fullest cooperation and
support. Initially, Doris declined citing
the financial implication and risks
involved in getting into politics.
However, she consulted with her family
and the decision was made.
“My brother supported me financially,
while my husband led my campaign
going into other communities and
talking to people. All of this made it
easier for me to secure the symbol and
eventually getting elected,” said Doris,
adding that SEND gave her the best
support in the form of leadership
trainings which improved her public
speaking, lobbying and campaign skills.
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MARIAMA
Kandeh

Profile

Councilor of Ward 099, Constituency 030, Kono District

Mariama Kandeh’s political journey started when she became a
member of the well-known political group called “Friends of Sam
Sumana” formed by sympathizers of the former Vice President Chief
Alhaji Sam Sumana. Mariama’s active involvement and
participation in the fan club caught the eyes of key members of the
movement.
Her political activities also drew concern from her husband but due
to the trainings, workshops and radio talk shows organized by
NMJD and SEND which she attended she was able to win his
support.
Mariama’s interest in politics grew further when in December 2017
their movement, under the umbrella of Coalition for Change (C4C),
was granted a provincial certificate by the Political Parties
Registration Commission (PPRC), giving them political party status.
Members within the movement and youth in her area called her to a
meeting and asked her to contest for the position of Councilor.
Without giving it a second thought she accepted and entered the
race. The contest was keen, having to compete with three strong
men. But with support from NMJD and SEND, Mariama conquered
and was awarded the symbol for Ward 099 in Constituency 030.
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Unfortunately, one week after the award
of symbol, Mariama lost her nine-yearold girl child. NMJD and SEND and
community members rallied around her
morally and financially, and she found
the courage to move on with her
campaign leading her to victory.
Before going into politics, Mariama
spent most of her life in Yormandu and
Koidu city. She got married at an early
age when she dropped out of school as a
result of early pregnancy. Later on she
would get little or no support from her
husband, but she catered for her family
from the little resources she earned from
teaching and catering services.
Through these difficulties, she
nonetheless made some savings from
her catering services until she has
accumulated enough to start trading in
Gbense market, Koidu city and also
supplied women at Gbense market with
wholesale cooking condiments.
As a caring mother, Mariama used her
early life experience as a case study to
counsel girls and sometimes provided
them with contraceptives as a
precaution. She soon earned the
nickname “pikin dem mama” (the
children’s mother). In addition, she
organized regular inter area football
competitions for young boys in the
community.
Councilor Mariama Kandeh is married
with four children.
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JULIET
Kumba Mambu

Profile

Councilor of Ward 099, Constituency 030, Kono District

Juliet Kumba Manbu was serving as the Secretary General for the
youth wing of the movement ‘Friends of Sam Sumana’ when it was
accredited political party status under the name Coalition 4 Change
(C4C). Subsequently, her colleague youth and elders within the
movement recommended her for the symbol to contest for the
position of Councilor in Ward 099, Constituency 030, Koidu Town,
Kono District.
A total of 15 people aspired for symbols in Ward 099, but the party
only needed six. Through her hard work and commitment as
Secretary General, Juliet got the approval of almost all of the party
stakeholders, including the Constituency Coordinator, for the
party’s symbol and she eventually won the March 2018 Local
Government Elections.
When she completed secondary school in 2007 at the Koidu Girls
Secondary School (KGSS), she got employed as a pupil teacher
receiving a monthly stipend of Eighty Thousand Leones (Le
80,000) for a period of three years (2007 to 2009).
In September 2009, Juliet was terminated from the teaching field on
the grounds that she was ‘untrained and unqualified’ to teach. She
became frustrated, as it would now be very difficult to take care
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of herself and her only child, whose
father abandoned them when Juliet was
still in school.
Fortunately, a former school mate
employed Juliet as a volunteer teacher
at the Holy Ghost Royal Academy.
While still teaching as a volunteer, she
found time to enroll at the Freetown
Teachers College- Kono Campus, and
attained a Teacher’s Certificate (TC).
Juliet was then approved by the school
with a pin code, hence a certified
teacher.
Later she was called upon to serve as a
teacher at the Neural Islamic Secondary
School whilst pursuing her Higher
Teachers Certificate (HTC), the final
result of which she is awaiting.
Councilor Juliet Kumba Mambu, a
single parent, lives in Koidu City
teaching and doing petty trading.
Name: Juliet Kumba Mambu
Age: 32
Place of Birth: Koidu town
Working Chiefdom as councilor:
Gbense
Constituency: 030
Ward: 099
Educational Level: Teachers
Certificate (TC) and Higher Teachers
Certificate (HTC) Awaiting result
Marital Status: Single with one (1)
Child
Previous Occupation: Teaching and
petty trading
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ADAMA
Jalloh

Profile

Councilor of Ward 099, Constituency 030, Kono District
So it was not surprising when in
2017, hundreds of motor bike riders
and other youth approached Adama
to contest for the position
of Councilor under the Coalition for
Change (C4C) party in her Ward in
order to represent their interest at the
local Council.
The rest is history as Adama Jalloh
was duly elected Councilor of Ward
099, Constituency 030, Kono district.

Adama Jalloh’s leadership skills and hard work contributed to her
success as one of the most outstanding elected councilors in Koidu
City Council, already earning her the alias City Councilor.
One of the district’s outstanding female footballers since her school
days, Adama has served as district Captain for the Diamond Queens
(the district’s female football team) leading them to several titles
and trophies.
Now as a way of giving back, she supports both the chiefdom and
district teams with football kits and coaching.
Furthermore, she emphasizes the importance of
education by encouraging the girls to stay in school
and supports them with learning materials. Adama’s
tremendous contribution to the development of female
football in her district led to her being appointed as
Sierra Leone Football Association (SLFA) Regional
Coordinator East for female football.
Apart from football, Adama is the district Chairlady
for Kono Bike Riders Union. In this capacity, she helps
trains women and girls to become bike riders and selfreliant rather than engaging in prostitution to survive.
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Name: Adama Jalloh
Age: 32
Place of Birth: Koidu town
Working chiefdom as councilor: Tankoro
Constituency: 030
Ward: 099
Educational Level: Senior Secondary
School Certificate
Marital Status: Single with one (1) Child
Previous Occupation: District Chairlady
Kono Bike Riders Union and Coordinator
Eastern Region Female Football
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KUMBA
Nyandemoh

Profile

Councilor of Ward 099, Constituency 030, Kono District

Kumba Nyandemoh is a mother of four children living in Koidu.
She has spent most of her time imparting knowledge and skills in
young girls who dropped out of school or were being
disadvantaged.
She worked with Women in Crisis funded by UNFPA and also at
PROWA as a tutor for catering. She has trained hundreds of young
girls who have now become self-employed and self-reliant.
“Through my work I have come to know many young women and
girls which I consider as a contributing factor for my election as
Councilor for Ward 099, Constituency 030,” she explained.
Kumba’s interest in politics actually started in 2012 when she was
elected as a Ward Committee member in Ward 63 (now 99).
However, she said her inspiration to contest in the March 2018
General Elections came from the many trainings and workshops
organised by NMJD and SEND which she attended.
“During these trainings and workshops, we realized that women can
equally do what men are doing if we get the right support,” she said.
She stated two key issues that motivated her to contest. One, she
said, was the gap that existed between the Local Council and the
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community.
“There was lack of coordination,
consultation and information sharing,”
said Kumba. “The relationship
between the outgoing Councilor and
the Ward committee members and the
constituency was not cordial. We need
to bridge these gaps to enable
councilors bring development to their
Wards.”
Secondly, said Kumba, as someone
who has worked extensively with
dropouts and disadvantaged girls she
understands their problems which she
could help address at Council level.
“At Council level we can push for
legislation that will force parents to
give adequate attention to girl child
education, discourage teenage
pregnancy and provide skills and
vocational trainings for those girls that
have already been left out of the school
system,” she said.
Name: Kumba Nyandemoh
Age: 40 yrs
Place of Birth: Bagbema town
Working chiefdom as councilor:
Gbense
Constituency: 030
Ward: 099
Educational Level: O’ level, TC and
Certificate in catering
Marital Status: Married with four
children
Previous Occupation: Teaching
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SIA
Elenor Ngegba

Profile

Councilor of Ward 080, Constituency 024, Kono District

In April 2017 Sia was invited by her colleagues to attend a meeting
organized by ‘Friends of Sam Sumana’ in Koidu city. On that very
day she registered as a member of the group. Few months later the
group’s parent body, Coalition 4 Change (C4C), was granted
political party status and Sia became an active member.
Sia participated in radio discussion programs on women in politics
facilitated by NMJD and SEND Sierra Leone and her interest in
politics continued to grow and manifest. Eventually, she wrote a
letter to NMJD declaring her intention to contest for the position of
Councilor and soliciting their support.
Sia returned to Gbane to declare her political intention to her people
which they welcomed and assured her of their maximum support.
“I decided to contest to serve as a role model to other women in
Gbane who are afraid to go into politics,” said Sia.
Through trainings and workshops organized by NMJD and SEND,
Sia and her colleague female candidates acquired various skills in
public speaking, lobbying, negotiating, and advocacy which helped
them greatly during their campaigns.
“The campaign fund I personally received from SEND Sierra Leone
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and NMJD increased my campaign
activities in my Ward. I was able to
form various campaign committees to
reach all communities and the impact
was great,” explained Sia.
In the end she was elected as Councilor
for Ward 080, Constituency 024.
Sia is a single parent with two (2)
children. She attended the Government
Model Secondary School. Upon
completion of her secondary education
she returned home to serve her people
as a mentor for FAWE and a teacher at
the RC Primary School in Kanekoro
where she taught for four years.
She later moved to Koidu to start a
new life. Fortunately, she gained
employment at the Unique Primary
School in Koidu City as an untrained
and unqualified teacher (UU) with a
very minimal salary of Le 80,000 per
month that could barely take care of
her two children and family. So she
decided to join a school saving scheme
called ‘Osusu’ to raise money to
support her family.
Name: Sia Elenor Ngegba
Age: 29
Place of birth: Sungi Village Gbane
chiefdom.
Working chiefdom as councilor: Gbane
Constituency: 024
Ward: 080
Educational Level: WASSCE
Marital status: Single
Previous occupation: A community
teacher
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MARIAMA
S. Turay Allieu

Profile

Councilor of Ward 097, Constituency 029, Kono District

Mariama S.Turay Allieu is a single mother with two kids living in
Nimikoro.
With her GCE O’ Level certificate from Jaiama Secondary School,
Nimikoro, she served as a community teacher for three years
without pay or stipend. However, her effort did not go in vain as she
received some level of recognition from the community people.
One day she was fortunate to attend a meeting organized by the 5050 women group led by the late Kumba Satta Amara, who was the
Secretary General by then. During the meeting Madam Kumba was
impressed with the salient contributions from Mariama, and she
recognized the leadership potential in her. At the end of the meeting
she went over to Mariama and tapped her on the back.
“You show good leadership skills and I admire your confidence.
You’ll make a good woman politician. If I were you I will give it a
try, you never know,” Madam Kumba admonished Mariama.
The words from Madam Kumba served as inspiration for Mariama
as she eventually joined the All People’s Congress party in the runup to the 2007 General Elections. Mariama was awarded the party
symbol for the position of Councilor in West Ward 02, and with a
robust campaign she was duly elected.
In the 2012 General Elections she was also awarded the party
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symbol but failed to win a second time.
So after the elections she enrolled at
the Eastern Polytechnic- Kono Branch
to further her studies.
Mariama left the APC party and joined
the Coalition 4 Change (C4C) Political
party in 2017. She recognized the
effort of NMJD and SEND in
organizing leadership trainings for
women candidates to improve their
public speaking, lobbying and
advocacy skills.
Furthermore, she thanked them for
supporting women through the women
in governance network with flyers,
posters and finance during the
campaign period.
Mariama was awarded the symbol
under C4C and went on to be duly
elected as Councilor Ward 097,
Tankoro City, Kono district.
Councilor Mariama S. Turay Allieu
holds a Diploma in Community
Development Studies and a Higher
Teacher’s Certificate (HTC) from the
Eastern Polytechnic- Kono Branch.
Name: Mariama S. Turay Allieu
Age: 39 yrs
Place of birth: Jaiama Nimikoro
Chiefdom: Tankoro
Constituency: 029
Ward: 097
Educational record: Higher Teachers
Certificate(HTC)
Marital status: Single
Previous occupation: A community Teacher
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MALTILDA
Kumba Moripeh

Profile

Councilor of Ward 074, Constituency 028, Kono District
and vote for women. Eventually, she
won the elections to become the
Councilor for Ward 074, Constituency
028.
Councilor Matilda Kumba Moripeh is
a Year II student at Eastern Polytechnic
in Kono. Before the intervention of
FAWE she thought she could not
acquire a tertiary education, but
through mentorship and tutorship she
was able to cope.

Matilda Kumba Moripeh employed herself at an early age as a
business woman trading in various food stuffs. She used to travel
from one community to another in search of goods to buy and sell.
She used the profits from her business to support her family until
the intervention of FAWE to encourage girls and women to go back
to school.
Maltilda became interested in politics when she attended a meeting
organized by NMJD and SEND in Kono and Kenema, encouraging
women to take the lead in decision making affecting their lives. She
declared for the position of Councilor immediately after the
meeting.
At first, Maltilda felt not too confident for the position. However,
she developed her confidence after several coaching and mentorship
trainings organised by NMJD and SEND. Both organizations also
supported her with campaign funds which aided her greatly in
pursuing her political dreams.
She also used part of her business savings to form campaign groups.
The groups supported her greatly to reach all communities. Matilda
approached her colleague women and encouraged them to support
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Name: Matilda Kumba Moripeh
Age: 39
Place of Birth: Tombudu Bendu 2
village Kamara chiefdom
Chiefdom: Kamara Chiefdom
Constituency: 028
Ward: 074
Educational Level: A second year
student at the Eastern PolytechnicKono Branch
Marital status: Married
Previous occupation: Petty trader
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SERAH
Gbondo

Profile

Councilor of Ward 098, Constituency 029, Kono District
team to convince women, as well as
men, to vote for women candidates.
Although her campaign faced
difficulties by virtue of her father’s
position in the ruling APC party, Serah
was successfully elected Councilor of
Ward 098, Constituency 029.
Name: Serah Gbondo
Age: 32 yrs
Place of birth: Gbane chiefdom
Chiefdom: Tankoro
Ward: 098
Constituency: 029
Educational Level: Teacher
Certificate T C.
Marital status: Single
Previous occupation: Teaching

Serah Gbondo dropped out of school in Form III and decided to
embark on petty trading to take care of her brother and four sisters.
She traded from one community to another. She continued her
secondary education after few years and proceeded to the Freetown
Teachers College to acquire her Teacher’s Certificate (TC). This
achievement paved the way for her to be employed as teacher at the
UMC Primary School Koidu City, Tankoro.
Serah taught for few years without salary, a frustration that pushed
her into politics. Fortunately, she was invited by close friends to
join the Coalition 4 Change (C4C) political party, which she did
without hesitation despite the fact that her father was the chairman
of the All People’s Congress (APC) party in the district.
She became even more determined when SEND Sierra Leone and
NMJD encouraged her (and other capable women) to go into
politics and be part of the decision making processes affecting their
lives and their children.
After participating in several leadership trainings organised by
SEND Sierra Leone and NMJD, Serah became confident and
outspoken. She moved from community to community with her
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SEND supports 3 female MPs to the 2018
International Congress of Parliamentary
by Garry Walsh,
Women’s Caucus Conference in Ireland Photos
Trócaire
SEND and its partners Christian Aid and Irish Aid
supported three MPs (Bernadette Wuyatta Songa,
Emilia Lolloh Tongi and Rebecca Yei Kamara) to
participate in the 2018 International Congress of
Parliamentary Women’s Caucus conference in
Dublin, Ireland from the 9th –12th September 2018.
The event gathered female members of parliament
from around the world to discuss various issues
regarding women in politics. The theme for 2018 is
to build a world that is more open, serve and
opportune for all women. Its major objective is to
create of female caucuses in every country by 2020.
Delegates attended from over 44 countries with 86
members addressing everything from gender quotas
in elections to pay inequality, domestic violence to
education, and how women’s participation in
electoral processes can be encouraged.
The Sierra Leone MPs not only represented Sierra
Leone, but also learned and shared experiences
with other parliamentarians from other countries
from Africa, Europe and Asia. They gained
experience and skills to support their work in Sierra
Leone.
The MPs shared their stories on what motivated
them to become MPs, and vowed to continue to be
active in their communities to inspire women to
stand for their rights in all spheres of life to ensure
that development in Sierra Leone is inclusive and
equitable.
SEND has been officially nominated to be one of
the CSOs to be part of the International Congress of
Parliamentary Women’s Caucus and will continue
to mobilize resources and build capacity to support
the female MPs and councilors to succeed in order
to create more options and opportunities for women
interested in political and community leadership.
As a result, SEND and its donor partners will
support the participation of female MPs every year.
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Hon. JOSEPHINE
Makieu

Profile

Member of Parliament, Constituency 014, Kenema District
Josephine Makieu is the MP for Constituency 014 and
the only female among the MPs in Kenema District.
She is tough and is seen as the Iron Lady of Kenema
District.
Josephine was born in Ngiehun Kojo, Malegohun
Chiefdom, in Kenema District. Her father hails from
Malegohun and her mother from Kailahun District in
a small town called Ngabiama.
She started her primary education at the Methodist
Primary School Bandajuma Yawie. After completion
she entered Queen of the Rosary School in Bo (QRS)
and took the GCE O’ Level exams and was
successful. She is a graduate from Nixon Memorial
Hospital-Segbwema and Njala University College.
She also boasts a diploma certificate from Mindolo
Ecumenical foundation-Zambia.
Josephine worked with the National Diamond Mining
Company in Kono. She was the Secretary General for
SLPP women‘s wing in the Southern region from
1994-2006 and served as Councilor for Ward 232 in
Bo City council from 2004-2012. She aspired for MP
position in Constituency 014 Lower Bambara and
Malegohun under the Sierra Leone People’s Party
(SLPP) in 2012, but was not given the greenlight by
the party to contest in the elections. She decided not to
go back to Bo but to stay in her constituency and work
with women groups on rice production. This made her
to become more popular among the women and in
2018, she was finally given the greenlight to contest in
the elections under the SLPP party.
Becoming a member of parliament for 2018 election
was not an easy task as the constituency people were
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no longer interested in women leadership because of
the poor performance of the incumbent at the time
who was also a woman.
Apart from that six men contested against her and
when they realized that she could be given the
greenlight to contest, they formed an alliance to
ensure she did not succeed.

“SEND and the Women network played a great role
in my success. Apart from the trainings, they
organized town hall meetings and helped shape my
election messages and stood by me throughout the
processes. I am determined to win the second time
and to continue to advocate for better services for
my people. I am never giving up on myself and the
trust that women have for me to represent them,” she
said.
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Hon. EMILIA
Lolo Tongi

Profile

Member of Parliament, Constituency 001, Kailahun District
Emelia Lolloh Kpulun is the third of 10 children
born to Vandy Simeon Tongi (late), a retired military
nurse and Konah Sanduno Tongi, a very
hardworking business woman. Lolloh, as she is
popularly known, unlike most other girls who were
born and raised in Beudu, Kissi Tongi chiefdom,
Kailahun District, Eastern Sierra Leone, had the
privilege of accessing free education during her
childhood years.
She was fortunate to travel to France in 1978 using
her savings whilst working as a secretary at the
Elections office in Kailahun. “Life was difficult
especially with the language barrier, but I was able
to overcome the hurdles. I remember working for
late President Siaka Stevens serving as his secretary.
I was very young, energetic, ambitious, active and
before he left, I got a scholarship to read office
management,” she recalled with a broad smile.
She lobbied diplomats at the Sierra Leone Embassy
where she got to serve in the position of Executive
Secretary at the Sierra Leone Embassy in France
giving her lots of opportunities to meet with heads
of states and other personalities.
During her days in Europe, she paid regular visits to
her hometown Beudu and the condition of her
people gave her the push to come back home in 2007
and make a change. “This is a district which made
some development strides when I was growing up
and when I visit now the condition of my people is
appalling; it has deteriorated especially with regards
to women and girls. Pregnant women will walk long
distances to deliver their babies and some would
give birth to their babies on the way resulting in
death of either of them; young girls are bread
winners of their families, illiterate and given into
marriage at an early age. They are being neglected,
I see their future wasting,” she said.
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With all the bitterness, after the Ebola scourge, she decided
to set up a technical and vocational institution for women,
girls and youths, donated 14 computers to provide them
with computer literacy skills, built a library and bridges,
formed a football club called FC LOLLOH, among others to
keep especially the youths engaged in sports and minimize
violence in their various communities.
She first decided to run under the SLPP. But there was a
condition to sign a document pledging support in case one is
not given a symbol, the person must support whoever the
party decides to award the symbol. Emelia thought this was
a ridiculous idea and decided to contest as an independent
candidate with an umbrella as her symbol.
Emelia’s decision to vie for the position of MP in
Constituency 001 was born out of vexation and bitterness.
She said the greed of those in authority with regards
development funds allocated and yet still not much impact
was annoying and she vowed to stop that.
“SEND has impacted so many lives with their different
projects. I only hope that I continue to make them proud. I
know the challenges are there as an organization such as the
financial support they give aspiring women which is not
enough but with more advocacy, we will get there one day,”
she noted.
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Hon. REBECCA
Yei Kamara
Mrs. Rebecca Yei Kamara is married with two childrena boy and a girl- with whom she stays in Koidu City,
Kono District. Rebecca was a social worker with IBIS
now merged with OXFAM from January 2009 November 2017. She was interested in supporting and
advocating for women’s rights. She also supported
children and young women especially those in the
streets by redirecting their minds to doing something
useful.
Rebecca founded the Young Women in Need of
Development with the primary aim of bringing young
women together to share their common plights and find
ways of addressing them. She also served many women
organizations in various capacities such as adviser,
‘mother’, chairlady and member. She served as
Coordinator for Women in Need of
Development(WIND)-Sierra Leone and as Adviser for
Kono Women’s Network (KOWONET).
About her political aspirations, Rebecca had this to say:
“I never had the intention of going into active politics
because of lack trust and confidence in the local
authorities for promoting women rights in governance
and in women’s solidarity.”
During the establishment of the Women’s Network in
2015, Rebecca was elected as the Network’s Vice Zonal
Chair for Zone One; a role in which she excelled. At the
First General Assembly of the Network which took
place in December 2015, Rebecca Yei Kamara was
elected Deputy District Chairperson of the Network, a
position she held and executed well for one year. She
used her position to encourage women to see the need
to support one another. She also encouraged men,
including the traditional leaders, to support women and
develop bye-laws that do not tolerate GBV in their
communities.
Rebecca was also nominated by women across the
district for the Women Leader Award and after the
interview, she won the Upcoming Women Leader
Award during the first year of the project
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implementation.
Rebecca believes that the project has in many ways
impacted her life. She said: “What has changed in my
life is that this project has given me a sense of
direction. It has given me the desire not only to remain
focused and confident but also enthusiastic about
representing women at the political platform. The
project has also helped me recognize and appreciate
that women have immense powers which can be
tapped for women to immensely contribute to the
promotion of women’s rights in Governance.”
After the March 2018 general elections, Rebecca
became victorious becoming the first female Member
of Parliament in the history of Kono District.
“My hope is to see violence against women completely
eradicated and to see more women being empowered
and supported by the authorities and fellow women to
participate in decision-making processes from
household to national level.”
Like other network women, she admonished women to
support one another and speak with one great voice
regardless of party colour, ethnicity, tribe and personal
differences.
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Hon. BERNADETTE
Wuyatta Songa
Hon. Bernadette Wuyatta Songa is the first female
Elected Member of Parliament of Constituency 008
in Kailahun District, Eastern Province of the
Republic of Sierra Leone since Sierra Leone gained
Independence in 1961.
She is currently a leading advocate on Women’s
Empowerment and Gender Equality issues.
Bernadette is a Human Rights campaigner and she is
playing a leading role to ensure that young girls
benefit from the Free Education Project in the
Republic of Sierra Leone.
Bernadette is the former Chairperson of President
Julius Maada Bio Women’s Wing United
Kingdom/Ireland. She is currently a member of the
Foreign Affairs Select Committee, Committee of
Development and Economic Planning and the
Deputy Chairperson of Health and Sanitation
Committee in the House of Sierra Leone Parliament.
Five years ago, Bernadette said Mrs. Bio (now the
First Lady) approached her in the UK to help form a
women’s organisation in order to encourage
women’s participation in politics. She became the
Chairlady up to last month when she resigned. The
women’s wing was later established in Sierra Leone
which became the main organ in revamping the
current ruling party SLPP to bounce back to power.
The organisation helped a lot of women believe in
themselves, including Bernadette.
“I was motivated to leave my job, family and even
renounced my British citizenship when it became an
obstacle in order to represent my people who have
never witnessed a female leader in my constituency
due to deep rooted traditional beliefs,” said
Bernadette.
The vice chairperson of the organisation is currently
the Minister of Social Welfare and Children’s Affairs
and the Chairlady for the Sierra Leone branch is now
the Minister of Fisheries and Marine Resources.
Hon Bernadette Wuyatta Songa lived and worked in
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the UK for over 18 years as a registered mental health
nurse. She holds a Diploma in Mental Health Nursing
from Middlesex University in London and BSc (Hons) in
Public Health from the Metropolitan University London,
United Kingdom.
Bernadette is very passionate to promote the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals and she is
fighting to ensure the new Government repeal clauses in
the National Constitution to give right to Sierra
Leoneans having dual citizenship to participate fully in
the body politics of the nation.
Wuyatta benefited from the strength of the SLPP party in
her constituency and the many years of work by the
Kailahun Women in Governance Network members
catalyst by SEND and Christian Aid in addition to her
strong support from the party.
She is married to the National Organising Secretary
(Jimmy Batilo Songa) of the Ruling Sierra Leone
People’s Party and they have three Children.
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